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COVID Update April 2021 IN THIS ISSUE

Page 2
Clerks Corner

The temps are rising, buds are forming, and it seems we are beginning to really take the first significant
steps to emerge from the health crisis. So, naturally, we are asking questions about a return to in-person

. . . . . . . Page4
gatherings for worship, learning, connecting, and even serving. The good news is that without a doubt Jan. Clerk Report
these new opportunities are coming, and sooner rather than later. Our church leaders have begun to form Clothing Drive
plans for each of these in the coming weeks and months, if the way be clear. Page 5

Before diving into some of our plans, let’s take stock for just a moment where we are right now. Nationally Feb. Clerk Report

there is a lot of good news as the vaccine roll-out is in full swing with three different options on the market Page 6
Faith Formation

Knitting Group
Weedy Workers

and the news that increased doses will be delivered in the coming weeks. Closer to home the picture gets a
bit more grim (at least in the short-term). New Jersey right now is among the worst in the country for new
cases, even as other states like NY and CT have become more open. The local conditions are not any better.

Page 7

The Greater Westfield area had been holding steady with an average of 50 new cases per week, but spiked FISH Hospitality
last week by 50%; much of this has been attributed to the newer variants of the virus, which spread more TOPS
easily. As the leaders of Nassau Presbyterian Church in Princeton commented recently, “there is a race Agape Local
between the vaccination rate and the rate of infection.” Various news outlets have been calling this the Page 8
race between vaccines and variants. Treasurer Report
e “ » s . Page 10
This is what we mean by, “if the way be clear.” First and foremost, we are planning a return of PCW on the 2021 HSMT
Lawn with: Lunch and a Book
Easter morning prayer and worship at 8am on the Lawn — more casual approach to greeting the Page 11
Happy Birthday

resurrection morning where participants will be encouraged to bring chairs and coffee;

Weekly Sunday gatherings on the Lawn at Noon starting April 18" - ranging from worship to study to
connecting and always with prayer, these gatherings will aim to give participants an expansive experience as
conditions continue to improve.

Of course, both weather and the health crisis could derail these plans, but the aim is to get moving in April and, as
conditions allow, to eventually expand our offerings through the summer.

In addition to this, plans are underway to have a local High School Mission Trip this summer and Agape sees some
expansion of its ministry possible sometime in the summer.



I know that we would love to see everything back to normal right now — really, yesterday! — but this is simply not where we

are. As we move forward, our leaders will continue to balance the physical and spiritual health needs of our members by

watching local conditions closely and remaining as responsive as we have been all year. Thank you to the whole

Presbyterian Church in Westfield. This resilient community of faith has weathered this storm with grace, staying connected,

reaching out to serve others, and providing leadership to many of our partners throughout the past year. Our patience will

pay off!

On behalf of your Session,

Jeremy Jinkins

Clerk’s Corner— Highlights of the March Meeting

The Moderator’s Report from Jeremy included a summary of the first quarter of 2021 and where we are headed.

What we have accomplished and are working on:

Programmatic Ministry:

Parish Associate, Tom Kort, offered two different Bible studies linked to the worship series.

Faith Formation has worked especially hard to keep our family ministries and offerings for children fresh and
energetic. Virtual Worship on Wednesdays (WOW) at 5 pm and children’s Sunday School at 9:30 am are available
during Lent via Zoom.

Youth ministry and fellowship are continuing online with plans for further gatherings as the weather gets warmer.

Missions including the work in Youth Ministry through Agape Elizabeth and Agape Local are still impacting the local
community.

Worship has been carrying out its work to allow for the worship life of the church to remain unencumbered by the
pandemic, while also keeping a close eye on when in-person gatherings will be possible (maybe mid-April).

Supportive Ministry:

Stewardship worked through the winter to do the annual stewardship campaign with better-than-expected
participation from our church community and a deepening sense of commitment to the ministry we do through this
church. Erik Ely, from Generis, has started working with Stewardship to develop a long-term ministry effort for
generosity. Erik attended the first part of the Session meeting to introduce himself.

Office and Property has been working on maintaining and improving our physical plant so that it will better serve
the local community as our doors reopen to the public in the coming months. The team is actively expanding
membership and taking a leadership role in developing clear processes for its work.

A Task Force led by Liz Miller and Laure Park is reevaluating our needs and desired ministry outcomes so that we can
better align our technological and communication tools. The foundation of this project lies in updating our database
but will likely include investments in other areas to help us live into a stronger future- connecting and engaging with
members and new faces more easily. The task force has met with office staff to understand how the current
database works. They also met with several Commissions to discuss current and future functionality.

A new Task Force has been formed to take a close look at the landscape of our church- especially the front lawn- to
ensure that we are maximizing its ministry utility while remaining a beautiful park-like setting.

SESSION UPDATES:

The United Fund of Westfield needs to move out of their current space in the next few weeks. There may be an
opportunity for PCW to provide them office space for the short term or long term.



Clerk’s Corner— Highlights of the March Meeting

Reminder that small groups can meet at the church. Contact Lou Ann to schedule and then all PCW COVID

protocols need to be followed.

Both APNC's are speaking with possible candidates. Please continue to pray for the two APNC’s.

Mike Quinlan reported that Office and Property sees the need for a “master facility plan” for the church’s physical

plant.

e The Session voted to accept the Baptism Process for PCW that was approved by Worship Commission on 3/2/21.

CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Correspondence Received/Sent:

a.

2/1/2021- Forwarded an email dated January 28, 2021 from The Presbytery of Elizabeth with instructions on
voting for the name of the new Presbytery to Session.

2/12/2021- Sent email to Session requesting a vote to approve the 2020 Annual Statistics. The motion was
approved.

Received a thank you note dated 1/21/21, from the Westfield United Fund thanking PCW for coordinating the
“Be the Light” event. It was signed by Shelley Brindle, Mayor, and Deirdre Gelinne, Executive Director of
Westfield United Fund.

Submitted PCW’s annual statistics online to General Assembly.

Received a letter from Anne Steward, Vice President for External Relations for Princeton Theological Seminary
providing a report on the Dr. William Kerr McKinney and Rev. Dr. Frederick E, Christian Scholarship Endowment
Funds. There were also notes from the recipients of the scholarships. The originals will be in a folder in Pam’s
mailbox for people to read.

Worote a letter to the Recorder’s Office in Le Sueur County MN stating Howard David Rogers is a member in
good standing and that he was ordained as an Elder on 5/4/97. The letter had the church seal imprinted and
was notarized. The letter was picked up by David Rogers at the church to mail.

Received an email from Garrett Falzone stating that he and his wife, Donna, will be moving to Palm Springs, CA.
They have requested to have their address changed and be made “Inactive” members in April.

3/1/21 -Barbara McLaughlan sent an email to Session reporting that Worship Commission approved the
following statement at a special meeting on February 25. 2021: ”After gathering much local COVID information
and considerable discussion the Worship Commission, including 3 Elders and a medical doctor, recommends
with concern for the well-being of Jeremy, Tom, Paul and Kevin to start indoor worship sometime after they
have each received their COVID vaccine inoculations. We will begin outdoor worship gatherings at the earliest
time that weather conditions permit”.

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS:

a.

Clerk of Session Information and Duties- this document was in the March Session packet. It was excerpted from
the Presbytery of Elizabeth Handbook for Clerks of Session. This document was presented as information this
month and will be voted on at the April Session meeting. The Session will elect a Clerk of Session in May.

The Moderator made the motion “To elect Lisa Black and Pam Shaw to represent PCW at the Presbytery of
Northeast New Jersey meeting on Saturday, 3/13/21, from 9-11 am”. Jeremy Jinkins and Barbara McLaughlan
will also attend. The motion passed unanimously.

The 2021 January and February Clerk’s Reports will be included with this report. (Please see page 4 for the
January Report and page 5 for the February Report)



Clerk’s Report - Covering January 2021

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was celebrated on January 3, 2021 at the 10am video Facebook Live/
YouTube live service with Rev. Jeremy lJinkins presiding.

Sacrament of Baptism (W-3.0403, W-3.0404, G-3.0204b, G-3.021b)
Luca Thomas Sheehan, born November 15, 2019 in Summit, NJ, son of Dennis Michael Sheehan, Jr. and Sandra
Haddad Sheehan on January 10, 2021. Rev. Jeremy lJinkins presided. Ruling Elder Nancy Smith assisted. Both par-
ents are members of the church.

Marriages (W-4.06)
There were no marriages in January 2021.

Member Deaths: (W-4.07)
Eugene E. Boyer (January 22, 1927-January 13, 2021). A graveside service and internment were held on January 18,
2021 in Fairview Cemetery. Rev. Jeremy lJinkins presided.

Elaine P. Cummings (April 11, 1927 — January 10, 2021).

Inactive/ Former Member Deaths:
There were no Inactive or Former member deaths recorded in January 2021.

Membership
Membership as of the end of previous month 942
New Adult Members 0
Confirmands 0
Reinstated 0
Member Deaths -2
Transfers Out 0
Moved to Inactive Status 0
Membership as of the last day of this month 940

Pamela H. Shaw, Acting Clerk of Session

Clothing Drive - April 7 & 8, 2021

Please mark your calendars for our PCW Spring Clothing Drive Fundraiser to benefit AGAPE LOCAL, which is currently
providing over 20 local families groceries, including fresh produce and protein, each week.

As you spring clean, please remember- we are collecting gently used: Clothing (men’s, women’s and children’s),
shoes, pocketbooks, belts, ties, hats, backpacks, linens, towels, sheets, blankets, pillows, and stuffed animals.

Donations should be in plastic bags and can be left in the church van in the parking lot on April 7th or 8™, The van will
be open 24 hours for contactless collection.

Tax receipts are available. Spread the word!

Questions about the Clothing Drive Fundraiser- contact Janet Smith:
JNS202@aol.com.

AGAPE LOCAL is a program of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
PCW is supplementing 20 local families (120+ people) with food bags
each week and has been doing so since May. If you wish to donate

directly to this program: https://signup.com/go/MpQDgNm.
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Clerk’s Report - Covering February 2021

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was celebrated on February 7, 2021 at the 10am video Facebook
Live/YouTube live service with Rev. Jeremy Jinkins presiding.
Sacrament of Baptism (W-3.0403, W-3.0404, G-3.0204b, G-3.021b)
There were no Baptisms in February 2021.
Marriages (W-4.06)
There were no marriages in February 2021.
Member Deaths:
There were no Member deaths in February 2021.

Inactive/ Former Member Deaths:

Helga Martha Elliot (July 11, 1929 — February 4, 2021. Internment at the church cemetery is pending.
Membership

Membership as of the end of previous month 940
New Adult Members 1
Confirmands 0
Reinstated 0
Member Deaths
Transfers Out 0
Moved to Inactive Status 0
Membership as of the last day of this month 9241

Pamela H. Shaw, Acting Clerk of Session

The Path to Transformation

Join us this Spring as we explore 4 Paths to New Life. Discover how daily acts of worship, learning, connecting, and
serving transform our lives! .

1. Prayer
Sunday, April 18 / Tuesday, April 20: Lord, Teach Us How to Pray

Sunday, April 25 / Tuesday, April 27: How to Pray for Others

2. Scripture Sundays @ 11lam
Sunday, May 2 / Tuesday, May 4: How to Read the Bible &
Sunday, May 9 / Tuesday, May 11: My Favorite Verse Tuesdays @ 4pm

3. Community
Sunday, May 16 / Tuesday, May 18: Life Together

Sunday, May 23 / Tuesday, May 25: Anyone Listening?

4. Service
Sunday, May 30 / Tuesday, June 1: Looking to the Hills, Looking in the Mirror

Following our online worship service each week join us for an 11am Zoom discussion. To register, contact the

church office. :



Faith Formation

Lenten Journey - thank you to everyone who contributed to the online materials for our church community during

Lent and a special thank you to Beyanka Wheatley for her assistance in getting the information posted and

distributed each week.

Zoom Sunday school - Zoom Sunday school for children through 5th grade will continue. Please join us from 9:30 -
9:50 a.m. on Sunday mornings, We will sing, pray and talk about the Bible story for the day. The Zoom link is
emailed out each week and all are welcome to participate!

Worship on Wednesday - WOW is wrapping up this month. We had a great time during Lent talking about various
symbols of Lent, singing songs, praying and just chatting. Watch for the Zoom link on Wednesday afternoon and
join us from 5:00 - 5:30. Our last WOW will be April 14th.

Newly Formed Knitting Group

Want to UNWIND? Looking for a close- KNIT group? Got any PURLS of wisdom to share or

want to hear?

Well, warm up those fingers and join us to learn, teach or get back in the swing of
knitting!

We are making pocket-sized Prayer Shawls (approx 2” x 2”) to pass on to those who need a

little extra love, comfort, healing, connection.
Will you CAST ON with us?

We want you if you don’t know yet how, or if you have done it for SEW long that you can do it with your eyes
closed.

If you have supplies, use them. If you need them, we can get them for you. If you are finger-knitters like my elemen-
tary-age kids, have them help! Make as many as you like, make one for yourself, make them with love and prayer
through every stitch.

We can refresh your skills through Zoom or send a couple helpful links off YouTube (that really helped me get back
what | DROPPED long ago).

Spring is so close. We already know how to bake and garden since the shutdown. Let’s CAST OFF those winter blues
and keep ourselves in STITCHES, as a community of love and support.

Every age, every gender, every level is encouraged and welcomed!

If you are a yes, or, at this point, just a “hmmm," email me at Lorraineruprecht@gmail.com.

Weedy Workers

If you would like to be part of this group of weeders, pruners,

planters and mulchers, please contact Lisa Black,

Imb.blacklaw@gmail.com for information and start date for Spring

cleaning of our beautiful church campus.
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FISH Program

We are going to start the FISH rotation again...sort of. The FISH Board has talked with
all the participating congregations and all have agreed to start the rotation slowly in
the following way: the houses of worship will follow the 2021 schedule by providing
gift cards for food and possibly a homecooked meal when it is their week to host. The
FISH Board is uncertain as to when our rotational shelter will re-open; for now all
guests continue to be housed in local hotels.

The Presbyterian Church in Westfield will provide gift cards for meals for four weeks. If

you would like to donate it is really simple. You can send cash or Zelle® donations to Tina Barulli at PCW with a
notation that it is for FISH. We will get gift cards to each family for food for each of those weeks that we

are "hosting.”

Thank you for your continued prayers, donations and many contributions to this ministry. FISH changes lives and has
been able to continue through these trying times.

Time Out For Parents (TOPS)

This month Time Out for Parents will begin to register 22-30 month old children for September

2021. Classes will be held in the mornings and cost $45 per 2.5 hr. morning. Precautions for Co-vid
19 will be maintained while children are offered a developmentally appropriate introduction to

preschool. Contact Director at mkdanskin@comcast.net.

Agape Local Food Boxes

Health and Social Services Agencies are reporting that, as a result of the pandemic, one in four families does not
have enough to eat. In addition, at least one study shows a 170% increase in food insecurity among families with
children under the age of twelve. Households that never relied on any assistance before, find themselves jobless
or with hours/wages drastically cut resulting in an inability to obtain life’s basic necessities.

For the last eight months, PCW has been working to provide healthy, fresh food and some essential household
supplies to 107 of our neighbors in need. Each week, a list of specific requests is created and circulated in our
email blasts and on our website. Church members and Friends of PCW choose the items they wish to donate, and
bring them to the church. Some donors have opted to send monetary
contributions which are used to supplement the food bags with protein
sources and additional fresh fruit and vegetables. On Fridays, Agape Local
volunteers assemble the bags and distribute them to the families.

If you are able to help “the least of our brothers,” please take a look at the
weekly list https://signup.com/go/MpQDgNm, and decide what you can

donate to help ensure that our neighbors don't go to bed hungry. If you
would like more information, please contact Carole Cook, L oCcA I

chcook22@yahoo.com.
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Congregational Meeting Treasurer’s Report

Alan Smith, the Treasurer for PCW since January 2019, shares with the congregation an update of the financial health

of our church and to highlight how we are all stewarding the resources that God has provided to us. This will include a
summary of our 2020 performance, and our expectations for 2021, and will cover the church, the endowment (or
legacy reserve), and PNS&K (nursery school).

This past year was an exceptional year in so many ways. We continued to operate smoothly despite the unanticipated
difficulties. We met our ministry goals of increasing our relevance with the people surrounding us, and our
commitments to our employees and suppliers despite the impacts from the COVID pandemic.

As you can see from the attached table of our 2020 audited results, PCW’s ministries generated $3.6MM in
contributions and proceeds, and our reserves grew by over $700K. But when compared with last year’s performance,
you can see that our ministries were substantially reduced (by nearly 20%). You also can see that we worked diligently
to reduce expenses, doing so while maintaining our commitment to employees and suppliers.

We raised nearly S800K from pledgers during 2020, which is only 6% less than what we achieved in 2019 when things
were more normal, and for this we are very grateful to you all. We received $468K in government loan for both the
nursery school and the church (called the Payroll Protection Program or PPP; efforts are underway to convert all or
part of this to a grant). And we also received several bequests, grants and other designated donations that play a key
role in supporting our efforts (although at a smaller dollar amount than 2019).

While giving continues to be a primary source for supporting our ministries, we again used a portion of the earnings
from prior years’ gifts to sustain our commitments to ministry programs and staff. Without use of this legacy reserve,
we would have shown a $770K loss. This tells us that your ongoing contributions are critical to our ongoing success,
but still have a way to go to fully cover our current operating costs.

Our external auditors shared a draft report and gave us a ‘clean bill of health’ from a financial accounting perspective
for our 2020 management process. The auditors reviewed the operations of the church, the use of our legacy reserve
or endowment funds, as well as the nursery school.

We have 16 members actively engaged in the stewardship processes of PCW (led by elder Gary Zanfagna) along with
several members of our church staff (centered around Tina Barulli). These processes are led by the Stewardship
Commission with support from the Investment and Finance Committees. | would like to thank these individuals for
their dedication and contribution to being effective stewards of the money that God has provided to PCW, as well as
the funds that today’s members give to further God’s kingdom in our community and beyond. Should you like to be a
part of this team effort, please reach out to Gary Zanfagna, Tina Barulli, Jeremy or me. We will work to find you a
home that utilizes your skills and interests.

As we look to 2021, PCW is planning to return to more normal levels of ministries and programs with in-person
worship and face to face group meetings, larger class sizes and more. This is likely to result in both larger revenues and
expenses than 2020 but likely less than 2019. It is too early to forecast an outlook on the net outcome, but our
budgeting process indicates that we should expect a similar operating loss and use of the legacy reserve. Please look
to future Treasurer’s Reports for updates on our 2021 outlook.

Your response of generosity from what God has given to you and what you feel called to support God’s mission here
at PCW are of continued importance and we thank you very much for it.

Copies of this report are available from the church office and the audit report should be available by the end of April. |
am also available to speak with you personally to address questions by leaving me a message with the office staff.



Congregational Meeting Treasurer’s Report
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ANNOUNCING THE 2021 HSMT! LOCAL

We are so excited to announce registration for:

June 28 - July 1
Registration is open for all current 9th-12th graders

o Registration deadline: April 15

Total cost of trip: $150

This year, we will be staying local and helping individuals in our own community. More details to come, but the day
will start around 8:00 am, and will end around 8:00 pm. The youth are expected to attend all four full days, and abide
by all HSMT expectations.

Interested? You can register by completing this form and submitting a $75 deposit. A few things to note:
e please complete a separate registration for each child

o all registered youth will be contacted in April/May and will be required to: 5 i

o

write a paragraph explaining why they want to attend HSMT Local r

o

list other PCW experiences they have had

o

meet with a HSMT Local advisor for a 5-10 minute conversation

We can't wait to serve our local community!

Please contact Courtney Nemec at courtney.r.nemec@gmail.com with any questions.

On the Lawn Is Back!

Easter Morning Prayer and Worship at 8am on the Lawn
Bring a chair and a coffee and join us for a more casual approach to greeting the resurrection morning.

Sunday Gatherings at Noon on the Lawn Beginning April 18"
From worship to study to connecting and always with prayer, these gatherings will aim to give participants an expansive
experience as conditions continue to improve.

Please contact the church office for registration information.

Lunch and a Book

WMLA LAL4 My

Everyone is welcome to join us on May 14th from 12:00 pm -1:00 pm via Zoom for the discussion of
“The Moor's Account” by Laila Lalami, a Pulitzer Prize Finalist.

This book of historical fiction told from the perspective of a Moroccan slave who was part of the
Narvaez expedition led by Cabeza de Vaca of Spain of the land eventually called Florida.

The Moor’s offers a unique perspective of conquerors and the conquered. Please contact Lisa Black,
Imb.blacklaw@gmail.com for the Zoom link.
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APRIL 1
Bethea O'Neill
Alfredo Pastro

Robert Luce

APRIL 2
Glenn Buttermore
Edward Marhefka

APRIL 4
John Bennett
Steven Parker
Caroline Stockwell

APRIL5
David Miller
Rebecca Pollack

APRIL 8
Barbara Vanderbilt
Beverly Sturr
Daniel Doyle
Veronica Guevara Carlucci
Catharine Seward
Zachary Koch

APRIL 10
Anna Lee Bachtell
Ashley Babrisky

APRIL11
Matthew Fischer
Quincy Singleton

APRIL 12
Suzanne Fallo
Kelly Janusz
Amanda Canavan
Julia Sugrue

APRIL 13
Sherrie Heber
Francis Mulzoff

Alison DeBenedette

APRIL 14
Janet Bredlau
Jennifer Davidson
Hannah Flynn

APRIL 15
Martha Fico

APRIL 16
Janicev Van Alen
Randy Boff
Gaffney Peterson
Benjamin Fleschler

APRIL 17
David Leiz
Alexander Bennett

APRIL 18
David Cowell
Drew Stierhoff

/"

irthday!

APRIL 19
Susan Priscoe

APRIL 20
Kevin Dackow
William Swartz
Ashleigh Stewart

APRIL 21
Deborah Bailey
David Park
Kenneth Davidson
Leigh Heinbokel

APRIL 22
Steven Lapham
Dylan Burslem

APRIL 24
Karen Dunning
Stephen Pote

Christopher Wetlesen

APRIL 25
Frances Faltermayer
Diana Vasel
Emily Benz

APRIL 26
Deborah Lorenzetti
Katharine Serra

APRIL 27
Gordana Harris

APRIL 28
Michael Canavan
Jessica Cerino
Margaret McCauley

APRIL 29
Jackson DuMont

APRIL 30
April Stec
Joanna Walker

N
~

If you don’t see your birthday listed, please contact the church office.
We will be happy to add your name to the monthly birthday list!
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g m THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN

o\fe WESTFIELD

140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

SUNDAY MORNINGS 10AM!
ONLINE
YouTube and FB

Sunday School Online
3yrs - 5th grade

Do you have news to share?
If you have great news to share with PCW
Qlt(:;sl’:::is such as, an engagement, anniversary,
Serendipity adoption, baptism, birth, etc,, please email
a picture and a short paragraph to
spire@westfieldpc.org to be featured!
We'd love to celebrate with you!

CONTACT US )
westfieldpc.org | wired4worship.com

908.233.0301 | Office Hours: Monday- Friday, 9am- 5pm @PCWestfield

Rev. Jeremy Jinkins Betty Born
Pastor, Head of Staff Church Secretary
jiinkins@westfieldpc.org | Ext. 45 bborn@westfieldpc.org | Ext. 22

Rev. Tom Kort
Parish Associate
t.kort@westfieldpc.org | Ext. 48

Pam Shaw
Acting Clerk of Session
pam.shaw.bhi@gmail.com | Ext. 48

Paul Sanner . . .

Director of Music & Organist Jim Kajosevic ,

psanner@westfieldpc.org | Ext. 46 Maintenance Supervisor
jkajosevic@westfieldpc.org | Ext. 34

Kevin Wilkin

Director of Contemporary Worship Amy Jones

Kevinw@toaelectronics.com Agape Coordinator

908-821-5551 agape@westfieldpc.org

Lou Ann Kaplonski

] Di
Church Administrator Jen Collum, Director

Presbyterian Nursery School & Kindergarten

Ikaplonski@westfieldpc.org | Ext. 26 pnsandk@verizon.net | 908-233-0766
Tina Barulli

Comptroller Mary Danskin, Director - 908-654-5157
tbarulli@westfieldpc.org | Ext. 23 Time Out for Parents - T.O.P.S.

Beyanka Wheatley
Communications Specialist
bwheatley@westfieldpc.org | Ext. 27

Furniture Assist - info@furnitureassist.com




